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Sanibel Mayor Mick Denham received the
"Conservationist of the Year Award" from
Audubon of Southwest Florida at the 11th an-
nual Environmental Breakfast at Riverside
Community Center, an event hosted by South-
west Florida Council on Environmental Educa-
tion & Audubon of Southwest Florida.

Since the Breakfast's inception, this local
Audubon chapter has given a yearly award to
someone in the Southwest Florida community
who has proven to be that exceptional cham-
pion for the environment.

The mayor was chosen for this year's

award for his work with the Southwest Florida
Regional Planning Council s L
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Mick Denham receives the award, presented
by ASWF VP Carol Newcomb Jones  Photo by
Rae Ann Wessel
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Out & About With ASWF

Hawkwatch at the
Sanibel Light-

house Park in Octo-
ber, led by Vince
McGrath. Highlights
of the trip: American
redstart, broadwing
hawk, peregrine fal-
con, black and white
warbler, and west-
ern kingbird.  Photos
by Gerri Reaves

ASWF members enjoy the Holiday Potluck Party

Williamson Photo by Gene Csonka

: (I'to r) Tina Csonka, Mari Hanley,
Carol Newcomb Jones, Jim Brock, Gerri Reaves, Dan Van Norman, Carl Veaux, and Kelly
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2008 98 2009 Outings & Field Trips i Lots More to Come

Birding at Harns Marsh
Sunday, February 15, 2009, 8 to 10 a.m.

Harns Marsh in Lehigh Acres is a 378 -acre man -made detention area at the headwaters of the Or-
ange River. This site provides a good opportunity to see snail kites, limpkins, sandhill cranes, rails,
ducks and different species of sparrows. Meet at the Wal -Mart parking lot on the corner of Six Mile
Cypress Parkway and Colonial Boulevard at 7 a.m. Bring your binoculars and water. For more in-
formation and reservations, call Vince McGrath at 677 -0082.

Fichterdéds Creek Exploration

Saturday, March 21, 9 a.m. to noon

Roger Clark wildl | ead an exploration of Fichterds

hatchee Regional Park into the Babcock Ranch. Highlights will include a huge bald cypress, tupelo

trees, a diversity of other vegetation, and possibly barred owls, parula warblers, and swallow -tailed
kites. This will involve bushwhacking and some climbing over hurricane -downed trees. Bring bin-
oculars, camera, bug spray, and water. Wear long pants and closed -t oe shoes you

ting wet. Meet at Caloosahatchee Regional Park, North Entrance, 18500 North River Road, Alva,

FL. Parking Fee: $1/hr, $5 all day. For more information and reservations, call Roger Clark at 533

7453 by March 18. Also visit Leeparks.org.

For Most Outings: Space is limited and reservations are required.
Suggested donation is $5 for Audubon members and $10 for nonmembers.
Contact John Cassani, program director, at239 -633 -7274.

FREE BIRD WATCHING & WADING TRIP AT BUNCHE BEACH

Sponsored by the Charlotte Harbor National Estuary Program

Bunche Beach is one of the lesser known Fort Myers beaches but a place with great
mudflats.  Bring the family and learn what lives in the waters there. The program starts
at 8:30 a.m. with bird identification provided by Audubon of Southwest Florida . The wad-
ing trip follows at 9 a.m., led by a naturalist from the Calusa Nature Center & Planetar-
ium. Nets and identification materials will be provided. Please bring clothes and shoes
that you dondét mind getting wet, a bottle of water
Special thanks to the Charlotte Harbor National Estuary Program for funding this pro-
ject. Please call 275 -3435 to register. You MUST register to attend this program, which
will be repeated on the following dates in 2009: February 7, March 7, April 4, May 2, June
6, July 11, August 1, and September 5.

I Audubon of Southwest Florida does not _ share or sell addresses. If you want to elimi- I
- nate unsolicited email from the National Audubon Society, email Maria at mem- |
. bers@AudubonSWFEL and she will arrange to have your name removed from NAS mailing

| lists and prevent your name or address from being shared with other organizations. I
* Address correspondence concerning Audubon magazine subscriptions and/or National Audu- I

! bon Society membership to PO Box 52504, Boulder, Co. 80322. Or call 800 -274 -4201.
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Cynthia Barnett, author of Mirage: Florida and the
Vanishing Water of the Eastern U.S. , Speaks at the
SWFCEE- ASWF Environmental Breakfast Photo by
Carol Newcomb Jones

ASWF MEMBERSHIP CARD PERKS

T 50% of f admi ssion at
screw Swamp Sanctuary

1 50% off new memberships at Calusa
Nature Center and Planetarium

1 2for1lwalk -in Fossil Explorations with
Mark Renz

1 15% off Babcock Wilderness Adven-
tures, May through November

1 10% off rooms at the Clewiston Inn

1 10% off printing jobs at the Print Shop,
North Fort Myers

T 10% of f Bi |l | Coxob6s wi

1 Informative speaker programs at the
Eco Living Center at Rutenberg Park.

1 Knowing you support an active scholar-
ship and advocacy program in South-
west Florida.

Proposed Slate For
2009 Board Of Directors
(to take office March 19, 2009
At Annual Meeting)

President: Gerri Reaves

Vice - President: Carol Newcomb Jones
VP-Treasurer: David Green

Secretary: Pete Quasius

Web Master: Pete Quasius, Mari Hanley
(calendar coordinator)
Parliamentarian: Tony Miller
Programs: Gerri Reaves, Carl Veaux
Newsletter: Kelly Williamson (editor), Gerri
Reaves, Carol Newcomb Jones
Festivals: Gene Csonka; Tony Miller to assist
with Nov. 2009 eco - b'fast
Trips: John Cassini
Hospitality: vacant (Please volunteer!)
([Fdugaion:Rebgccagigisting Tina Csonka , Gene
Csonka, Kelly Williamson
Membership: Maria Quasius
Birdathon: vacant (Please volunteer!)
Conservation: Pete Quasius (chair), David
Green, Carol Newcomb Jones, Tony
Miller, Fran Williams

Send additional nominees ASAP to the nominat-
ing committee at info@audubonswil.org.

Turn Off Your Lights At 8:30 PM, March 28 For
Earth Hour

In 2007, 2.2 million people took part in the world's

first Earth Hour in Sydney, Australia. In 2008, 50
million people in 370 cities and towns, in more than
35 countries worldwide switched off their lights for

Earth Hour. Urge Fort Myers and other Lee County
municipalities to join Miami, and countless cities

around the globe in this tremendous event. Go to
Earthhour.org to sign up and see video from last
year 6s event .







