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It is the season where we welcome all our Northern friends--the birds of various feather, in-
cluding snow--back to the usually balmy SW Florida winter. For Audubon of Southwest
Florida, it is a season for looking at what we have done, and what we can do.

In years past, Audubon of Southwest Florida has sponsored through the Charles Foster
Conservation Fund one or more sponsorships a year for college, producing one or more
graduates that have a better advanced knowledge of the environment, but then enter the
path of life and go where their particular trail takes them. However, during the last several
years, the Master Naturalist program through IFAS has matured, and those local citizens
that receive certification generally then volunteer or expand their own local employment
abilities to apply immediately the information they have learned. The cost of degrees to
certification is roughly 1 to 20. This is a subject that the Board will be discussing over the
next couple months.

We have just completed the annual environmental breakfast. It was made possible
through the sponsorship of Audubon of Southwest Florida, the Sanibel Captiva Conserva-
tion Foundation, The College of Life, The Izaak Walton League, Riverwatch, The Respon-
sible Growth Management Coalition, the Southwest Florida Watershed Council, the Sierra
Club, Estero Bay Buddies, the Southwest Florida Regional Planning Council, Greg Rawl,
the Daltry Clan, Matt Smith, and the Mattos Family. The theme was an anecdotal history
of the Caloosahatchee River settlements and alterations, and the issues that relate to the
River. Held on October 28th at Riverside Park, the featured presenter was Amy Bennett
Williams, editor of Tropicalia Sunday Magazine within the News Press, and author of the
recent series of articles on the Caloosahatchee.

Our annual Conservationist of the Year award will be given at our annual meeting in
March.

Look to this space next month for the guidelines for submitting a nomination.

The mission of Audubon of Southwest Florida is to protect plants, animals and their habitats and to promote
environmental education and a greater community involvement with the natural world.


http://www.audubonswfl.org/Scholarships.htm
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Eco-Breakfast Sponsors
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Just a few enjoying the 13th Annual ElBceakfast

Ellen Petersen
CC Frank Mann
Carla Johnson
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