
 

2010/11 Board of Directors and officers elected at annual meeting 

at Eco Living Center on March 20th : 

President:  Wayne Daltry  
Vice President:   vacant  

2nd VP/Treasurer: Rebecca Austin  -  term expires 2011  
Secretary/Electronic Communications:   Pete Quasius    

Education: Carl Veaux  
Programs:  Mari Hanley - term expires 2011  

Newsletter:   Maria Quasius  
Festivals: Conny Spurfeld  -  term expires 2011  

Conservation:   Brad Cornell, Pete Quasius, Sarah Larsen  
Membership:   Elsbeth McCulloch  

Birdathon:  Toby Clark  
 

 New ASWFL Board of Directors  

Microsoft 
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Audubon  of  Southwest  Florida's  new President, Wayne Daltry,  was the Executive 

Director of the  Southwest Florida Regional Planning Council  (RPC) 1982-2002.   He was 

the appointee of three governors to the Coastal Citizen Advisory Committee.  Following 

that,  Wayne was the appointee of three governors to the Working Group on Everglades 

Restoration.  He helped established the Charlotte Harbor NEP   and  the Estero Bay 

Agency on Bay Management.    

Wayne was  on Water  Resources Advisory Commission to the South Florida Water Man-

agement  District   (WRAC)  for two years,  and  made  the  Lake O  discharges  to the 

Caloosahatchee  a major  issue .  He became Lee County ôs Smart Growth Director very 

shortly after retirement from  the RPC and became the defacto water policy person 

working with Commissioner Ray Judah on  River of Grass and  Caloosahatchee River 

basin issues. Wayne retired from government employment earlier this year.  

Wayne Daltry: Newly elected President of Audubon of Southwest Florida 

The Mission of Audubon of Southwest Florida is to protect plants and animals and their habitats and to promote 
environmental education and a greater community involvement with the natural world. 

ǒ Items of Interest 

ǒ Election 

ǒ Membership 

ǒ Goodbye to Byron 

ǒ Babcock  Preserve 

ǒ Festivals 

ǒ Conservation Priorities 

ǒ Environment 

ǒ New Books  

ǒ Ceitus Boat Lift 

ǒ For The Birds 

ǒ Eco-Voice 

  



The chapter received more dollars from subscribers for recently established chapter-only memberships in two months 

than the chapter normally receives annually as its share (less than 5%) of membership dues sent to the National Audubon 

Society. Chapter-only members do not receive copies of Audubon Magazine or Florida Naturalist in the mail (nor any 

junk mail, oops -  promotional appeals), but  both  magazines  are  available on-line via links on  our website. Please 

consider joining National Audubon too and supporting their work at the state and national level.  Only members of the 

National Audubon Society get a discount on admission to Corkscrew Sanctuary.  If you are inclined to make a donation 

to Audubon, please also make one to  ASWFL ðalso a 501c3 corporation. All funds received by the chapter  are used 

for projects related to Southwest Florida including scholarships, educational programs and advocacy efforts.  2010 chap-

ter memberships are  $20 for individuals, $30 for households, and $100 for supporters. Discounts are available for stu-

dents, teachers and seniors. A life time membership is a $1000. Please consider making a donation  to ASWFL  today. 

Past ASWFL president: Pete Quasius   &  new President: Wayne Daltry 

          discussing the future of Audubon Southwest Florida 
    Outgoing Membership Chair   Incoming Membership Chair 

        Maria Quasius                           Elspeth McCulloch 

  Chapter-only Membership a Big Hit 

 Congratulations 

Margaret England, President of the-

Hendry/Glades Audubon,  Vice Presi-

dent of the Caloosahatchee River Citi-

zen Association and Florida Master 

Naturalist , has retired from the Hendry 

County School system.   She's ready to 

start a second career as an eco-tourism 

guide.  Contact Margaret to join a tour 

of STA-5.  

 

 For upcoming events in Southwest Florida visit the calendar on Eco -Voice.org  

 

http://www.audubonmagazine.org/
http://www.audubonofflorida.org/PDFs/Audubon_Naturalist_Winter09-10.pdf
http://www.hendrygladesaudubon.org/
http://www.hendrygladesaudubon.org/
http://www.audubonswfl.org/Scholarships.htm
http://www.audubonswfl.org/Scholarships.htm
http://sta5birding@embarqmail.com
http://www.my.calendars.net/ecovoiceC:/Users/HP/Documents/3%20D%20arrow.zip


       Fort Myers says good bye to big time birder supporter and News-Press outdoors writer Byron Stout 

 
Past  President  of Audubon SWFL Capt. Pete 

Quasius and Byron Stout on a ñbirdingò outing at 

an  undisclosed  location earlier in both of their 

careers. No adult beverages were consumed while 

on board.  Hey a fishing guide and sports writerð

they donôt always tell the whole story. 

 

Birders owe Byron a huge thank you for his pro-

motion of birding, environmental causes and all 

things fun outdoors in Southwest Florida.  We are 

all looking forward to ñthe bookò.  If you werenôt 

there, you missed a great ñroastò of Byron by the 

Snook Foundation at Pincherôs on the Caloosa-

hatchee. Thank you Byron. 
 

                                                                               Book Review 

Wildlife Viewing Ethics: Be a good guest   
Birders  and wildlife viewers typically strive to be good stewards. 

However sometimes even they inadvertently cause harm to the 

very creatures they love. Some types of human activities can 

cause stress on wild animals, making it harder for them to nest, 

forage or migrate successfully. Be a good guest when outdoors 

and be courteous of other visitors. Quiet is good.   

 

 

 

Stay on trails 

Did you  know that a 20- to 100-yard area of disturbance may 

exist on each side of a hiking trail? Shy creatures are likely to be 

absent within this zone, but other more tolerant species, such as 

Eastern Gray Squirrels or Northern Cardinals, will remain. Multi-

use trails, such as equestrian and biking trails, have an even wider 

area of disturbance. Wild animals need areas where they can es-

cape the presence of human activities. Keeping to the trails will 

provide them this much-needed respite.  More até.  

Kite Tales: The Great Florida Birding Trail         

Newsletter:  Fall 2009 Volume 2 Issue 2  

Foul Murder at Corkscrew 

Patrick McCluskey is a contented man who is 

planning to spend the winter walking the white 

sandy beaches of Floridaôs Gulf Coast with his 

new partner,  Judith, a beautiful and exception-

ally talented illustrator of birds. A former Cleve-

land detective, McCluskey has put his sonôs 

tragic death, a messy divorce, a battle with booze 

and a career-ending  bullet  from a  Saturday  

night  special behind him. He is totally in love 

with Judith, and happily learning to know and 

love her birds. Then Lieutenant Bobby Baer of 

the Cypress Bay Police Department calls to tell 

him that Martha Axworthy, the fifty-something 

president of the local branch of the North Ameri-

can Ornithological Society, has been found dead, 

face-down in the mud of the Corkscrew Nature 

Reserve, and McCluskey is back in the sleuthing 

business. Another in a series from Bantry Books, 

A Bird of a Different Color is an e-book murder 

mystery written especially for birders. But with 

more than enough of Digby Maclaughlinôs usual 

laugh-a-page flair and wit -- plus suspense -- 

thereôs plenty in this tale of death with duplicity 

to engage non-birders who simply want a good 

old-fashioned, page-turning who-dunnit. 

  

 Interested in Exotics? 

Maria Quasius recommends: 

Dark Shadows 

By Randy Wayne White 

http://myfwc.com/gfbt/pdf/Kite_Tales_fall2009.pdfC:/Users/HP/Documents/3%20D%20arrow.zip
http://myfwc.com/gfbt/pdf/Kite_Tales_fall2009.pdf
http://myfwc.com/gfbt/pdf/Kite_Tales_fall2009.pdf
http://myfwc.com/gfbt/pdf/Kite_Tales_fall2009.pdf
http://www.amazon.com/Bird-Different-Color-ebook/dp/B003C1QMW4/ref=sr_1_1?ie=UTF8&s=books&qid=1269879647&sr=1-1
http://www.randywaynewhite.com/Site2/POST_A_NOTE.html


                                Plans for  Babcock Ranch Preserve continue  

                                                  ɀ with Audubon SWFL support  

Immediate Past President of Audubon of Southwest Florida Carol Newcomb-Jones com-

mented on the master recreation plan for the 73 thousand plus acre     Babcock Ranch Pre-

serve at a meeting at the beautiful Cypress Lodge on the ranch. The conceptual recreation 

plan is now available for review.  

 

 All of us mourn the passing of environmental advocate and Lee County Commissioner Bob 

Janes who was instrumental in the public purchase of the vast majority of the ranch and the 

acquisition of the adjacent Argo Ranch via Leeôs 20/20 conservation land purchase program.  

ASWFL lobbied hard for public purchase of these properties and public access.  

 

Two birding trails on the Preserve are now open to the public without charge. 

    Babcockôs Jacks Branch Cabin  Carol speaking at Cypress Lodge 

              Babcockôs Telegraph Swamp   Collier County Audubon Touring Babcock 

http://myfwc.com/RECREATION/WMASites_BabcockRanchPreserve_index.htm
http://myfwc.com/RECREATION/WMASites_BabcockRanchPreserve_index.htm


Shop, Shop, Shop, Shop, Shop, Shop, Shop  

 

Audubon Southwest Florida logoed shirts, hoodies 

and ñTsò are available directly from the manufac-

turer via the link on the home page of the Audubon 

SWFL website.   Nice shirts - at a good price - 

make great gifts and support the chapter too. Conny 

also has bird guides, coffee mugs and other 

ñgoodiesò for sale at festival events. The chapter is 

also supported when you make a purchase via the  

online shopping service available on our website.  

 

Festivals 

Outgoing  Flyways  editor  Gerri  Reaves  recruiting new members for ASWFL at a festival event. Look 

for the Audubon Southwest Florida display at the Ding Darling Earthday celebration on April 24th and 

stop by to say hello and thank you to Conny Spurfeld, chair of ASWFLôs festival and special events  

committee. Center:  Conny and ASWFL Program Chair Mari Hanley at the cold and rainy Burrowing 

Owl festival in Cape Coral. Right: Audubon Environmentalist of  2009 and Hendry/Glades Conservation 

chair Rhonda Roff at Earthday. Contact Wayne if you can help out this year at FGCU and Koreshan.  

GContaclades Conservation Chair and ASWF 2009 Environmentalist of the year,   

Big O Birding Festival Pictures   

Limpkin 

Sandhill 

Crane  

Family 

 

Birding By Truck, Boat 

  And Bike 

  

Photos compliments of Michelle Phillips 

Floridaôs Freshwater Frontier 

http://www.audubonswfl.org/
http://www.audubonswfl.org/
http://store.onlinenaturemall.com/auswfl.html


Caloosahatchee Water Workshop 

 
Because this is an almost impossible standard to enforce, it has 
allowed nutrient pollution to increase and accumulate in our waters.  
As a result, more harmful algal blooms, fish kills and other manifes-
tations of excessive nutrient pollution are becoming more frequent 
and severe.  
 
Harmful algal blooms have been known to produce human health 
effects such as rashes, eye irritation, asthma attacks, or liver dam-
age and kill fish. These harmful algal blooms also result in massive 
economic losses to communities along Floridaôs coast, affecting 
restaurants, lodges/hotels, recreational and commercial  fishing, 
and various other large contributors to Floridaôs economy.  
  
There will be a public hearing on nutrient standards  in Ft. Myers at 
Harborside on April 13

th 
.  Please attend and make your voice 

heard. We need numeric water quality standards.  
   
 Photo: An algal bloom on the Caloosahatchee at the Franklin    

Locks by ASWFL Past  President John Cassani.  

Outgoing membership chair and new Flyways editor Maria Quasius enjoys her second funnel cake at the 2010 

Swamp Cabbage festival on the Caloosahatchee in LaBelle.  Not only did she double her money at the arma-

dillo races (bet on the pink one) but she also participated in a Saturday water work shop coordinated by River-

watch with Congressman Tom Rooney; SFWMD Director Carol Wiehle; Governing Board Member Kevin 

Powers; SCCFôs Rae Ann Wessel; Hendry County staff; Audubonôs Paul Gray,  Wayne Daltry,  Margaret 

England,  Rhonda Roff,  Pete Quasius, and BOCC Commissioners Russell Echols and Tris Chapman 

Flyways EditorðMaria Quasius SFWMD Governing Board Member 

Kevin Powers  

Audubonôs Lake O science coordinator  

Dr. Paul Gray 

SUPPORT EFFECTIVE NUTRIENT POLLUTION LIMITS!  
 

By Jennifer Hecker of the Conservancy of Southwest Florida 

Florida currently does not have numeric water quality standards for nutrient pollution 

(Phosphorus and Nitrogen)  as  it  does  for other  pollutants.   Instead, our  current  nutrient 

standard is to not create ñan imbalance of flora or faunaò. 

http://www.conservancy.org/Document.Doc?id=303


Audubon of Southwest Floridaôs 2010 Conservation Priorities; 

 

Editorôs note: Send your suggestions for the 2011 Statement of Conservation  Priorities to the 

new chair of Audubon of Southwest Floridaôs Conservation Committee, Brad Cornell. 

 
SOUTHWEST  FLORIDA  ECOSYSTEMS  
Southwest Florida, particularly inland areas, is one of the fastest growing areas of the nation.  
Audubon of Florida and its five southwest Florida chapters are engaged in a plan for protection and restoration of its ecosys tem s. 
Audubon has a long history in the region beginning with hiring wardens to protect wading bird colonies from plume hunters, la ter  
creating the Corkscrew Swamp Sanctuary, and helping to secure federal and state public lands.  
The area has six signature species that help the public identify with the need to protect and restore land and waters: Florida 
panthers, which require large unrestricted territories, nesting Wood Storks , which depend on seasonal wetlands for forage, 
Snail Kites, which depend on good water management for lakes and wetlands, endemic Scrub Jays and Gopher Tortoises , 
which require protection and management of scrub and uplands, and juvenile Snook , which require healthy estuarine environ-
ments. These six species serve vital roles as indicator species , helping gauge the effectiveness of ecosystem -wide protection 
and restoration efforts.  
Working from the science and policy base of the Corkscrew Swamp Sanctuary and advocacy resources statewide, Audubonôs 
strategy is to minimize the impact of this growth on specific components of the region, while proactively leveraging it for b roa d 
conservation achievements:  
ƀ Protect the Corkscrew Regional Ecosystem Watershed (CREW), including the greater Corkscrew Swamp, in order to as-
sure the abundance of birds and other wildlife and to provide a model ecosystem for people to visit and learn about nature.  
ƀ Restore the health of the Caloosahatchee River , its estuaries, and the near shore of the Gulf of Mexico, which all require 
increasing water storage and treatment all around Lake Okeechobee and upstream watersheds. Seek funding for necessary land 
acquisition and projects to achieve this restoration, including the US Sugar purchase, West Caloosahatchee (Berry Grove)
Reservoir, and water quality treatment projects.  
ƀ Defend the Charlotte Harbor and Peace River watershed from any further mining and other land use impacts.  
ƀ Assure implementation of appropriate management plans for Babcock Ranch Preserve , Big Cypress National Pres., 

lands under conservation easements, and other conservation lands to maintain and improve wildlife habitat while allowing com-
patible human use for public lands.  
ƀ Promote restoration by working with the Everglades local communities to direct development away from needed conser-
vation lands, historical and archaeological resources in such a way that both economic and ecological sustainability are achi eve d.  
ƀ Southwest Florida coastal and inland habitat is along migratory flyways, provides critical shorebird nesting areas , and re-
quires protection and management for the benefit of birds and other wildlife.  
ƀ Using innovative tools, incentives and regulations, work to retain ranching and other low impact agricultural uses in South-
west Florida while working with landowners to reduce drainage and nutrient impacts to watersheds and retain or increase habit at 
values.  
Therefore be it resolved :  
Audubon of Florida, deploying professional staff and expertise in alignment with the volunteer leadership of local Audubon ch ap-
ters will work with conservation allies, business and community leaders and public officials to:  
Conserve Sites and Landscapes, Including Coastal Environments:  
Develop public and political support to protect and restore critical components of the Big Cypress, Corkscrew, Ca-
loosahatchee, Fisheating Creek, and Charlotte Harbor ecosystems.  
Support state, local, water management district and regional land acquisition, management and protection necessary 
for essential habitat preservation, restoration, and water management.  
Initiate and support innovative approaches to land use planning,  complementing land acquisition, that take advantage of 
transfer of development rights, conservation easements, and other land use -based approaches to setting aside conservation ar-
eas and direct incompatible land uses away from conservation areas. Be involved directly in the land use planning, infrastruc tur e 
development, and regulatory decisions that will shape the future of the region.  
Support stronger policies and more effective actions to protect water resources including strict interpretation and en-
forcement of wetland and water quality laws, and proactively amending the exotics/seasonal wetland biases in permitting.  
Conserve Birds and Other Wildlife (Indicators of Conservation Success):  
Advocate regionally - based and proactive wildlife protection policies , to complement land acquisition and planning efforts, 
at every level of government, but focused particularly on local policies and comprehensive plans.  
Reduce Greenhouse Gas Emissions, and Adapt to Coming Changes :  
Advocate and facilitate aggressive greenhouse gas pollution reduction commitments and actions at all levels of government and  
community, focusing on renewable energy sources, conservation and efficiency. Additionally, advocate adaptive community and 
conservation strategies.  
Engage People, Build Field Capacity (including Science) and Build Financial Capacity:  
Encourage, foster and support appropriate research and science , including accurate resource and land use mapping, to 
advance good policy and planning outcomes for Southwest Florida.  
Increase the human and financial resources of Audubon in southwest Florida in a realistic effort to accomplish these 
vital  and daunting conservation priorities.  

 



Seeking Environmental Improvements of the Cape Spreader Canal 
System  

 

For the past year Tony Miller, past Vice President and Treasurer of Audubon of 

Southwest Florida,  has been the ASWFL representative in the negotiations   trying to 

create an agreement for maximum environmental benefits following the failure of 

the Ceitus boat lift structure and  breaches in the western  wall of the north spreader 

canal system.  Audubon SWFL  has advocated for, among other things, strong re-

gional storm water and fertilizer management controls, living shorelines to provide 

canal-side wildlife habitat, a firm  commitment from the city   council to move for-

ward with a septic tank management program and utilities  expansion to areas that 

are  impacting water quality in the  aquatic preserve, Matlacha Pass and Pine Island 

Sound. Negotiations  are ongoing as this is written.      Photos by Pete Quasius 

http://www.capecoral.net/Government/PublicWorks/DepartmentNews/tabid/1199/mctl/ArticleView/ModuleId/1517/articleId/440/Ceitus-Boat-Lift-and-Barrier.aspx


 

 

Birding  

  May 8:   Spring   North   American       

Migration Count  at STA5  
 

       Sign up for the Count at STA5  

 
 Send an e -mail to  Margaret England  with 

your name, contact information, and the 
number in your party to join the Spring count 

at STA5. You may also leave a message at 

(863) 517 -0202.  

 

Photo of GFBT coordinator Mark Kiser at STA5 by Pete Quasius 

Share your bird  pix.   Send Flyways photographs you want to 
share. No copyrighted materials please  

 

Great Florida Birding Trail  

 

The Great Florida Birding Trail (GFBT) is a program sponsored the FWC. At its core is a network of  489 

sites  throughout Florida  selected for their excellent bird watching or bird education opportunities. This 

2000 -mile, self -guided highway trail is designed to conserve and enhance Florida's bird habitat by pro-

moting bird   watching activities, conservation education and economic opportunity. GFBT Trip -

planning Tool  
The FWC has developed a new interactive,  trip -planning  tool  using GoogleÊ Maps  to help birders find 

destinations and species of interest along the GFBT. The public can search by amenities (such as handi-

capped accessibility), habitats and 40 featured bird species to choose which GFBT sites they wish to 

visit. The trip planner also provides information about each of the featured species and habitat types in 

Florida.   Copies of the South Florida Trail Guide are available at ASWFLôs festival booths.  

Crested Caracara 

Photo by  Meaghan Manning 

  

Mangrove Cuckoo 

Photo by Tom Mast 

Smooth-billed Ani 

Photo by  Sunny Phillips 

 

mailto:sta5birding@embarqmail.com
http://myfwc.com/gfbt/sectionsmap.html
http://myfwc.com/gfbt/sectionsmap.html
http://myfwc.com/gfbt/birdtrip/default.htm


 

Urban Birding  
The Purple Martins are Back! 

Join Audubon Southwest Floridaôs Purple Martin Festival in downtown Fort Myers on July 

9th, 2010.   Literally tens of thousands of Martins gather to roost  in trees on Hendry Street.  

For more information contact ASWFL Past President Rodger Clark or Gerri Reaves. 

The purple areas in the background show the breeding range of the Purple Martin. Red ar-

rows show the theorized migratory routes taken by Purple Martins. Colored sections mark the 

average first-arrival dates of adult martins (also called "scouts") at long-established breeding 

sites. For example, there is a 95% likelihood that a martin spotted in the light blue section 

was reported arriving around February 1st. Subadult martins (those in their first breeding 

year) return to North America about 3-6 weeks after those dates shown above. If you are 

starting a new colony, do not open your martin housing until 3-6 weeks after the first adult 

Over one million North Americans put up housing for Purple Martins. Unfortunately, many 

of these folks are unable to attract breeding martins. The advice given here will increase your 

chances of attracting martins. Once martins nest at your location, they will come back every 

year if you manage the site properly. Landlords who lose their entire colony from one year to 

the next often suspect their 'flock' died in a storm during migration or was poisoned by pesti-

cides on their wintering grounds. These scenarios are unlikely; the martins that share a breed-

ing site do not migrate or overwinter as a group. The reason for total colony loss is most of-

ten the result of something that happened in the landlord's own back yard during the nesting 

season. Good management practices can prevent or minimize most of these problems. 

Attracting  & Managing  Purple Martins 


