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  Audubon of Southwest Florida has joined the Everglades 
Coalition,  an alliance of almost 50 local, state, and national 

conservation and environmental organizations dedicated to res-
toration of the  Everglades ecosystem, from the Kissimmee 

Chain of Lakes into Lake Okeechobee, east and west to coastal 
estuaries on the Gulf and Atlantic, and south to Florida Bay.  
 The chapter will be one of the sponsors of the January 

2008 EvCo Conference , which will focus on water problems 
and solutions in Southwest Florida. The conference is open to the 

public and will be held January 10 to 13 at South Seas Island 
Resort on Captiva Island.   
         David Green, ASWF Conservation Committee, took charge 

of our membership application and has been designated as  our 
delegate at the conference. For conference details visit 

www.EvergladesCoalition.org.  See page 3 for an introduction to 
David, a valued new member of ASWFôs board of directors.  

Audubon Assembly Designates Snook As One Of Southwest Floridaôs  

Three Signature Wildlife Species  

 The Audubon of Florida Assembly recently approved  Southwest Floridaôs Regional 
Conservation Committeeôs recommendation that the Common Snook be designated one of 

three 2008 signature wildlife species for the five Southwest Florida Audubon chapters.  
Snook abundance is an indicator of  a healthy estuarine environment.  The other two signa-
ture species, the Florida Panther and the Wood Stork, exemplify Audubonôs concerns with 

preserving large  rural areas and wetlands and foraging areas, respectively.  
         The Assembly reaffirmed  concerns  about land conservation, water - resource protec-

tion, growth management and transportation, wildlife policy, and global warming. Thereôs 
more to come about these efforts. National Audubonôs top priority is to take action to con-
trol global warming. Review the full text of  our 2008 conservation priorities  on  the advo-

cacy page at www.AudubonSWFL.org.   

 

The popular snook is a good example of 

just how important healthy habitats are to 

an economically and ecologically valuable 

species.  (Photo by Aaron Reed )  For  info 

check out www.snookfoundation.org. 
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http://www.audubonofflorida.org/conservation_agenda.html#P41_3069
http://www.audubonofflorida.org/conservation_agenda.html#P51_3789
http://www.audubonofflorida.org/conservation_agenda.html#P61_4462
http://www.audubonswfl.org/
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The Backyard Bird Watcher  

by Jim Brock  
 

Perhaps necessity makes for strange bath -

fellows.  

This is a readily available lesson when one is 

a bird watcher.  Take your birdbath, whether it is 

simply an old Corningware saucer or an ornate, 

bronze statue from Smith and Hawken.  There, you 

will find gathering all the local regulars, almost like 

an episode from Cheers : the common grackles, the 

Northern Mockingbirds, and the Blue Jays light upon 

the rim, or the braver ones just sitting in the middle, 

dipping their beaks, flapping, dabbling, wading.  To 

be sure, there will be squabbles, but when it comes 

to sharing a good pool of water, of common prop-

erty, weôve a good deal to learn from birds. 

Of course, if youôre lucky enough to live by a 

pond, or even a simple ditch, youôll likely happen to 

catch less predictable bath - time buddies.   These 

late fall afternoons, that fall so early in the day, I 

can usually count on the dozen or so Mottled Ducks 

to drop by, to feed along the bank, and itôs not un-

usual to have an accompanying Little Blue Heron 

staking its territory.  But this day, we had one larger 

guest, a Great Egret, very sleek, standing stock still, 

and then at the edge of the pool, a mound of rusty 

and spotted feather.  

I first thought the mound mightôve been an-

other mottled duck, perhaps sleeping with its bill 

tucked behind a wing, but the coloring wasnôt quite 

right.  And then looking with my binoculars, I saw 

that it was a Red -shouldered Hawk, all fluffed out, 

standing up to its belly in the water, simply content 

to enjoy the warmth of the water.  The hawk simply 

was motionless; the ducks gave the hawk a respect-

ful berth, but they didnôt seem too concerned, as 

there was still plenty of water -grub to be had 

nearby.  The egret, appeared even less nonplussed, 

as it eyed minnows in the shallows.  

Me, I was the only perplexed one of the 

group, staring in disbelief.  Of course, the only in-

congruity here was my own consternation.  Clearly, 

the ducks were only wanting their late meal, as did 

the egret, and as for the hawk, it just needed that 

water relief.  Eventually she rather awkwardly 

stepped back to the bank, gave her bottom half a 

healthy shake, and she beat her wings crisply to 

take flight, landing on a nearby slash pine limb, to 

catch just a little bit more sun.  

Mottled Ducks, a Great Egret, and a Red

-shouldered Hawk (lower right) at bath 

time.  

CALLING ALL BIRD LOVERS  
 
Join some wintertime bird moni-

toring activities hosted by the Na-
tional Audubon Society and the Cor-

nell Lab of Ornithology.  
 
�x�� Project FeederWatch : Visit 

www.birds.cornell.edu/pfw/  or call 
(800) 843 -2473. There is a $15 

fee to defray the cost of the mate-
rials ($12 for Cornell Lab mem-
bers).   

 
�x�� The Christmas Bird Count : Visit 

www.audubon.org/bird/cbc/   or 
contact ASWF.  

 

�x�� The 11th annual Great Backyard 
Bird Count , February 15 -18, 

2008: For more information, visit 
www.birdcount.org  and click on 
the ñGet Involved.ò 

What To Do With That Toxic Office Waste? Office Depot has launched a new, expanded Tech 

Recycling Service designed to make it easy for customers to keep their potentially toxic gadgets 

from ending up in landfills.  Go to OfficeDepot.com/techrecycling . 


