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Alldllb on of Southwest Florida

The mission of Audubon of South- F I Wa S Volume 14, Number 1, February 2008
west Florida is to protect plants,

animals, and their habitats and to
promote environmental education and
a greater community involvement

Wi the natural world. Cynthia Barnett To Speak
Audubon of Southwest .
Florida, Inc. is an af‘filiateq chap- at An N ual Meetlng
ter of the  National
Audubon Society  and **Note Change of Venue**

Audubon of Florida.

Cynthia Barnett, author of Mirage: Florida and the Van-
www.audubonswfl.org

ishing Water of the Eastern U.S. (2007), will speak on Satur-

) o day, April 12 from 10:00 a.m. to noon, at Florida Gulf Coast
Inside this issue: _ University in room 112 of Building ABS5. B
T Program & Field Trips co-sponsored by Audubon of Southwest Florida and Collier County
T Annual Meeting Info Audubon, and hosted by FGCU&ds Departn
T Panther Posse logical Sciences. The annual meeting of ASWF will precede Bar-
T Carbon Offsets nettods presentation. See page 12 for
1 Audubon Billboard

The event is free and open to the public. Audubon mem-
bers and the public are invited to attend what promises to be a
Printed on recycled paper fascinating discussion of Floridabts w
to help save our natural recently published book. Never has the topic been more relevant,

resources as Florida faces an unprecedented crisis in its freshwater(supplyi .
con (0] on p.

...and more ...

Experts Issue Warnings at

Everglades Coalition Conference
By David Green

Note : Audubon of Southwest Florida is a member of the Everglades Coali-
tion, an alliance of almost 50 local, state, and national conservation and envi-
ronmental organizations dedicated to the restoration of the Everglades ecosys-
tem, from the Kissimmee Chain of Lakes into Lake Okeechobee, east and west

The actions we take to coastal estuaries on the Gulf and Atlantic, and south to Florida Bay.

on a daily basis, the

letters we write, the Sanibel - Captiva was home to the 2008 Everglades Coalition Con-
companies we choose ference from January 10 -13. The meeting place was ideal for raising
to buy from, and the awareness about the regional environmental issues we face on our
elected officials we coast as related to Everglades restoration. Audubon of Florida was well
vote for all impact represented at the event, with David Anderson, Eric Draper, Dr. Paul
the success or failure Gray, and Jerry Lorenz leading the charge. Many more Audubon em-

of Everglades resto-

ration ployees and chapter representatives attended. Highlights included ad-

dresses by Gov. Charlie Crist, Sen. Bill Nelson, Rep. Connie Mack (who
brought his new bride, Rep. Mary Bono and Connie the Vth) and for-
mer Florida Gov. and Sen. Bob Graham.

(contdé d on p.
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Global Warming: What To Do? How
Can | Make A Difference?

By Alan Keller, Past Chairman SWFL RCC

Most Audubon members are aware
that combating global warming is a high
priority for Audubon at the national, state,
and local levels.  If you agree with the goal

of reducing greenhouse gas emissions,
what is the very best thing you can
do? Reduce the emissions of your own

home and vehicle to as close to zero as
possible and contribute to programs that
fund reductions elsewhere. Let us assume,
however, that like many of us you find buy-

ing a new vehicle inconvenient for the next

few years, that your roof and/or pocket-
book are not conducive to solar energy, or
that you hate the quality of light emitted
from energy -efficient bulbs. What, then,
can you do?

Contribute to nonprofit carbon - offset
organizations that invest donations in pro-
jects designed to prevent emissions. These

programs offset unavoidable carbon emis-
sions from home and vehicular energy use,
air travel, etc. The approximate cost of off-
setting carbon emissions for a family of two
is $200 -250 per year, but programs will ac-
cept donations of any size.

Find carbon -offset organizations by

searching for ficar bon
the internet. Reliable ones should be non-
prof it 50106s and hav

identification criteria. Some organizations
allow donors to specify whether funding
should go to the development/use of
alternative fuels, reforestation, or the pro-
tection of existing forests. Among those
considered reliable is  Carbonfund.org

e

AWi ngs of Hopeo Educat

About The Florida Panther
By Program Director Ricky Pires

The Florida Panther Posse is one of the
environmental education projects  offered
throughthe A Wi ngs o f progranpat Blorida
Gulf Coast University (FGCU) with support from
Audubon, the South Florida Water Management
District and many others. It is an integral part
of the Environmental Humanities curriculum and
service learning at FGCU.

The panther is one of the keynote species
for Audubon and exemplifies the need to pre-
serve large tracts of open space and wildlife
corridors between habitats .

Elementary school students who partici-
pate in the program are taught by FGCU stu-
dents about panther kittens, panther research,
radio collars and infrared cameras, identification
of panther signs, wildlife tracks, the natural his-
tory of the panther, and about water conserva-
tion, a topic of utmost importance in South Flor-
ida.

The learning process involves hands -on
activities, note -taking in special panther jour-
nals, the examination of scientific instruments
used for panther research, and water -use dem-

onstrations. After students have visited each
Astation, 0 they compl et e
Afinal chall engeodo to rei

fearne@ The gdycatignrcantinges as e elemen-
tary and college students teach at least two
friengdg erafamily gnerabpre avhat they have
learned. The Florida Panther Posse builds
bridges of hope with awareness and education
to over 4,000 people every semester.

Donations to support the Panther Posse
can be sent to ASWF's Charles Foster Conserva-
tion Fund (envelope included) or directly to the
AWi ngs of Hop eFKornre efgrmation.
visit  www.fgcu.edu/cas/wingsofhope or email
rpires@fgcu.edu.
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NO CHILD LEFT INSIDE

Local Environmental Education Legend to Address Audubon of Southwest Florida
The March 20 ™ meeting of Audubon of Southwest Florida will feature a local environmental icon

as Dr . Bi |l | Ha mmond

presents

a program entitled

fects of nature on our children. See program schedule on page 4 for time and location.
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Everglades Coalition Conference

(cont d d f rbverglades restoration is a complex issue and will be a top priority in the com-
ing months as Florida will once again play a critical role in the upcoming Presidential elections.
In fact, Governor Crist stated in a well -received talk that if presidential candidates are not in
favor of Everglades restoration, then they are not
force, and their messages and thoughts were not only a message of hope for many attendees,
but represented a major shift in policy from the previous administration.
There remains a strong disconnect in communication between ecologists, civil engineers,
and the state and federal agencies involved. Tom Van Lent (Everglades Foundation) pointed
out t hat a need for fAgreenero civil engineers i-s
plumbing the system. Funding also continues to be a major concern. The State of Florida has
contributed well over $2 billion to restoration, but the federal funds mandated by Congress
have not fully materialized. Sen. Nelson, who has seen our planet Earth, our life support sys-
tem and our home, from the unique vantage point of space, is a strong ally in this fight to se-
cure the federal funding necessary to see the process through to the end. Success is difficult
to quantify, but the ability to measure progress is absolutely essential to speed the process
along. The world is watching and this effort, if successful, can be used as a template for future
restoration efforts worldwide.
We were also treated to an inspiring speech by Dr. Kim Howell, a member of the British

a

Parl i ament . He reminded us that fas Americans, w e

current issue of <climate change, and go out and <ch
combat global warming, we can increase not only prosperity, but security as well. He reminded

us that America should be a leader in this effort since the world is watching our progress and

observing our results.

It is hard to imagine, but the threats we have faced until now 0 such as habitat loss, inva-
sive species, pollution, population growth, and exploitation of our natural resources 8 pale in
comparison to the threats our coastal areas face from the effects of sea -level rise. Dr. Harold
Wanless (University of Miami RSMAS, Division of Marine Geology and Geophysics) summarized
the catastrophic events that are likely to happen with graphic images of melting sea ice, maps
of an inundated Florida, and graphs that document that the effects of climate change are occur-
ring much faster than scientists previously predicted. These events will happen in our lifetimes,
according to Dr. Wanless, who painted a bleak outlook. Jerry Lorenz, state research director of
Audubon of Florida, noted that Everglades restoration must happen even with this threat of ris-
ing sea waters. We simply must provide Everglades -like habitat to the species who survive
here to ensure that range expansion is possible and habitats are available.

In summary, be assured that there are many people who believe in this restoration ef-
fort. Those in attendance have dedicated their lives to preserving the Florida Everglades. But
they cannot do it alone. This battle must be won by individuals. The actions we do on a daily
basis, the letters we write, the companies we choose to buy from, and the elected officials we
vote for all impact the success or failure of Everglades restoration. A passionate Nat Reed was
elected to the Everglades Coalition Hall of Fame, where he joined the likes of Bob Graham and

an

Mar jory Stoneman Dougl as. Nat 6s voice and opinions

an answer . There are many |l essons for us to take
stand up for what we believe in. Stand up for Everglades restoration! Stand up for Southwest
Florida!

Contact Audubon of Southwest Florida at www.Audubonswfl.org
info@audubonswil.org or 239 -339 -8046.

fr
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Outings & Field Trips 0 Save This Schedule

Birding at Fred C. Babcock/Cecil M. Webb Wildlife Management Area
Sunday, March 16, 2008, 8:00 - 11:00 a.m.
Fred C. Babcock/Cecil M. Webb Wildlife Management Area is a large expanse of hydric pine flat-
woods and is home to a number of resident and migrant birds, including the Red -cockaded
Woodpecker. Bring binoculars and water. Add entrance fee ($3 per person or $6 per vehicle)
to regular cost. For more information and reservations call, Vince McGrath at 482 -3226.

Birding at Little Estero Island Critical Wildlife Area
Saturday, April 26, 2008, 8:00 T 11:00 a.m.

Located on the Gulf of Mexico at the southern tip of Estero Island (Fort Myers Beach), the Little
Estero Island Critical Wildlife Area is one of only 15 such designated wildlife refuges in Florida.
|t is a significant nesting area for Least Terns
important over -wintering area for at least 68 species of shore and wading birds. Charlie Ewell
of the Lee County Bird Patrol will lead the trip. Bring water, binoculars, bug spray and sun-
screen and wear appropriate shoes for wading. Meet at Santini Plaza parking lot (NW corner)
just south of the Holiday Inn on Fort Myers Beach.

Sunset/Bird Rookery/Caloosahatchee River Kayak Tour w/GAEA Guide
Saturday, May 10, 2008, 5:00 T 8:00 p.m.
Paddle on the Caloosahatchee River with thousands of birds during springtime nesting and en-
joy the sunset with a Certified Florida Master Naturalist guide. Leave from Royal Palm Park,
299 Royal Palm Park Rd.  $40 per person includes all equipment. For more information and
reservations call 239 -694 -5513.

For Most Outings: Space is limited and reservations are required
Cost: $5 for Audubon members and $10 for nonmembers
Contact Dan Van Norman at 337 -7381

2008 Programs 0 Save This Schedule

March 20 - Kids and Nature - Bill Hammond , Past President ASWFL, FGCU Professor Emeri-
tus of Ecological and Marine Sciences

April 17 - Global Warming: Impacts, Solutions, Answers - Carol Newcomb Jones , Director -
Environmental Planning, Kitson/Babcock LLC

May 15 - Butterflies - Jerry Jovanovich , President of North American Butterfly Association of
Southwest Florida

June 19 - Frog Watch - John Cassani , Chairman of the Southwest Florida Watershed Council

Juyl7 -Lee Countyds Conser vat i loymdaPhonipoa , Pands Brogeam Co-
ordinator for Lee County

August 21 - Climate Change and Birds - Randy McCormick , Director of Education, Rookery
Bay

PROGRAMS BEGIN AT 7:00 P.M. They are free and open to the public.
AT THE ECO LIVING CENTER IN RUTENBERG PARK (FORMER LIBRARY)
6490 SOUTH POINTE DRIVE (between Cypress Lake Drive and College Pkwy.)
(BETWEEN CYPRESS LAKE DRIVE AND COLLEGE PARKWAY)
PROGRAMS ARE FREE AND OPEN TO THE PUBLIC
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Proposed Slate for 2008 d 2009 Board of Directors

President - Maria G. Quasius
Vice President - Carol Newcomb Jones

2nd VP/Treasurer, Parliamentarian - Tony Miller
Financial Advisor - Chris Andrews *
Secretary/Electronic Communications - Pete Quasius, Mari Hanley,

Steve Brookman (webmaster)*
Birdathon - Brent Jackson (Chair), Gerri Reaves, John Cassani, Bill Hammond
Conservation - David Green (Chair), Brent Jackson, Pete Quasius, Carol Newcomb Jones
Brad Cornell - Audubon of Florida staff*
Education - Rebecca Austin (Chair), Gene Csonka, Tina Csonka,
Margaret England, Florida Naturalist Program*
Hospitality - Fran Williams (Chair), Sally McPherson
Membership - Maria Quasius
Newsletter/Public Relations - Gerri Reaves (Editor), Ginny Cooper
Programs - Dan Tudor (Chair), Carl Veaux
Trips - John Cassani (Chair), Laura Wewerka, Connie Langmann
Members Emeritus - Frank Pirog, Past Presidents Bill Hammond, Connie Jarvis, Don Doggett,
Mary Lee Mann

*Not Current Board Members

Audubon of Southwest Florida thanks Carter -Pritchett Advertising, Inc. for the donation
of design and production services and billboard space for the new Audubon billboard.

The billboard supports our efforts in membership recruitment and our three -pronged mission
of advocacy, conservation, and education. The billboard is located on the south side of SR

80, facing east, so travelers can see the illuminated board as they head toward Fort Myers,

just before Manatee Park. Drive by and see for yourself!
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